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The Education Centre, Fort Mitchel Prison, Spike Island

By PaM LoRreNZz

Abstract
This paper outlines the educationul program of 4 voung offenders” prison i freland. Education is centrai o the
overall program of the prison and tie ainy s, s far as possible, w otfer the same or simidar educational opportinmities
as those ollered inthe community . We use the adult education model where educiion s voluntary. giving the stadent
Chotees and responsibilities; the carrculom is student-centered ind addresses the needs ot the “whole person.”

Fort Muchel Prison is a young otfenders™ prison,
sttated oo an istand near o Cobh i County Cork,
freland. Asked o outline the main education progranis
wo imdertiake here tn the education conter of the prison.
[ thought abrier lstory Tesson might add interest bt

Coblis anotd seaside town ssaated in Cork harbor, and
was Tormaty named Queenstonwn. Back i the F90S the
town hecune famous as the fast part from which the
Titante shipsailed on P Aprt 19120 as iomade its way o
Amencit some ninety vears agos Masy Tish eongrants
embirked as third class passengers hoping W start a new
e i the "New Warld,” bug on 14 April 1912 the ship
collided with aniceberg and the restis lustory. as they say

Fort Mitchel Prison. sitiated on Spike Island just of(

Cabh s also renowned as the place of detention where
John Mitchel (1SS - 1875y was held before e was due 1o
he deported oo Vao Diemen’s Land (now Tasmaniag,
henee the prison’s e Mitchel was born i County
Perry . the son ofa Unitarian mimister and United fnshiman.
aied s edocated at Trimiy Collere. Dublin, later
becanimy o solicitor. T 1845 Mitchel began writing for i
newspaper. The Naton: butin 1848 Tie left there o wine
tor another paper. The United brishiman. Tropenly preached
sediion 1o “that numerous and respectable class of the
comnnity . the men of oo property.” and o May 1848
Mitchel wirs convicted ol treason Telony and sentenced to
fuarieen vears wansportation. o 1833, lie escaped 1o
Aniencind there he published his tamous ~Jatd Journal. ™

fn more recent tmes Fort Mitchel was a Torner naval
pase. but opeaed as acivilian prisen 1o TR, Fort Mitchel
Prisow 1s a1 closed place of detention For male offenders
ayed 1o yvears and over, and all the sttt are still required o
vo o work cach day by boat. This 15 0 15-20 minute
journey and not wlways in the calmest of seuas! The
education center was opened in 1986 with just three part-
time teachers, with 33 student prisoners, and no experience
ol proson teaching.” The prison soon 2rew to a constt
populiation of 102 prisoners taged nuunly 16-25 yearsyand
today we have 7 eaching stalf onne permanent and eight
part-tmey providing a broadly based educaton program.

Prison education in lreland consists of a partnership
hetween the Departiment of Justice. Equality and Law
Reform and a range of educattonal agencies from the
community: notably the vocational education commit-
ees (VECS), or local education authority. who are

mainly responsible tor seeond level educanon o schools
and cotleges, und adult educavon/evening chisses in the
conmunity. Other bodies such as the Public Library
Service, the Arts Council and the Open Unnversiy also
mihe a contribution, but the VECs are responsibde forthe
diy -to-day management apd adminsoation o sl m
prisons. The concept of education held i browd vne wd
is founded i o number of principles that are retlected
the Council ol Burope document, "Eduacanonin Prison ™

Prison Fducation has grown greatly i recent decadus,
achicving o substanual presence o abl prsons wd
engaging more than hall ot all prisoners voluntartly m
classes, The aim of the programs is to help prisoners cope
with their sentences and prepare thein for release. and
particularly to offer thent the opportunity o discover and
develop new potential within themselsves Such personal
developrient has special ardency m a prison vontext
stnee the majonty ol those me prison hive had Timued
education opportunities i the past. The methods andd
approaches i use are drawn from adult and comumunny
cducanon  modedss participation s voluwwars The
progrant does not include vocational travmme. which s
administered separatety by the prison regini

The students at the educaiion center iy Fore Mitched
Prison also witend education on a volantary basis. This
means Uil if the stedents cojuy the chiss and tued i
worthwhile and interesting they continwe 10 come.
however.they do pot, they can simply vore wnir then feel
and leave the class! Fortumatelv this does nothuppen often,
as there s a0 very strong inlerest in cducaton and
approximately 80% of the prisoa popudation are imyolved
1 classes at some fevel. We place particudar cinphasis on
leracy, numeric and  hasic skillse and on persanal

development  courses  including  dmg  and  alcohal
awareness progrants and anger  nuitgement These

personil development courses were started at leust ten
years ago. by stalf with some taining but lintle experience
t0 i prison setiing, Now these courses e i gcat deinand
by the students and are an integral pan of our cumicudam
As one student put
The chaoice theory course wis yoad. It
interesting. 1 was strange 100 beciuse 1t shows
you a different way ol looking at things. 1t is good
to look at things a different way. 1 gof to see how
{ thought and changed the way [ operate a bit. h
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wits basic butithad to be or otherwise it would be
confusing, as you wouldn’t be used to that kind of
thing. [ thought the sex education was good Lo, Tt
tells you about pregnancy and sttt like that. It pu
me aware 100 ol AIDS and sexually transmitted
diseases. | never did addiction groups on the
outside. 1t is good just to look at things that are
going on {or you, You get 1o look at them clear and
think about it. [t's just a basic thing, just a start.

Trying to deal with addiction/alcohol problems and the
damaging response of anger/violence hitve often been issues
m the student’s past, and {requently have a direct link to the
presentcrimes of the prisoner. These words are from Jimimy:

I'm in school today and I"'m starting a ten week
course i anger management, There are eight in
the group and they have all been interviewed. For
somue of these prisoners, being released would be
like Fambs to the skaughter. It would have a grear
effect on them. Most of them come from broken
homes or a history of alcohol or drug abuse. They
also had a problem with their anger growing up
through the years faced with all that life had 0
throw. The effects now play a great part in their
everyday life. itis Anger! One by one. slowly but
surely, the room lilled with some familiar faces.
Starting oft we got a cup of coffee and gathered
round in a circle. The facilitators start the group
ol and we discuss what the ground rides will be:
we need this to make the group work, We all sign
the group rules as a gesture of confidence and
understanding within the group. During week
four we are looking at anger as a destructive force
and the consequences of what we dao. This, Tcould
see, brought some guilt feelings into the group
and niade a lot of us stop and think, There were
some good discussions and we got good feedback
from the group. During week seven we Jook af
unresolved issues. These varesolved issues may
well be important to you and you may think
action is the only way out. But you have a choice
and this choice may be the difference between
you being a free man or a caged one.

Most ol vur prisoners would have left school between 9
and 14 years and their attendance and attitudes towurds
school would have been poor. Juvenile offenders aged 17-
20 years are the largest group in our prisons. These
students often have short concentration spans. a history of
substance  abuse, serious literacy  problems, poor
communication skills, and since they have large gaps in
their education they oflen lack confidence.

Central 1o our education program is mutual respect
between the student and the teacher, and awareness that
successful learning takes place best where the student s
most motivited. Our classes are small, never more than tea
and mostly around six to a group, and are student centered.
Hence we aim to be as inclusive as possible. and to offer
courses where the student can have an input inte the
curriculum and the events in the education center. We also
have & small “student council” comprised of four student
representatives” and three teachers which informs the

activities n the educauon center. provided they are
constructive and for the general good. This was found to
help build up the student's trust. conlidence und sell
esteem, and offer them a “voiee™ in an olherwisxe mainly
controlling system where the prisoner is expected w
conform and where creativity is not encouraged.

This student-centered approach means that when e
prisoners ate first brought to the education center they are
mterviewed individually and a program s devised tor cach
applicant with their active conperation, based ontheir length
ol sentence, titeracy level, subject preferences and personal
goals, Inittally students are encouraged to work on agits thin
directly interesttherm, but given time they olten tike part in
subject areas they have not tried before (especially personal
developmentand bie skillscourses), and tind new skillsand
hidden walents, as well as different ways of thinking about
problems. By engaging with the prisoners in this wiy we
hope to bestuddress thetr personad snd educational needs
and build on their successes wind sell warth,

The curriculum contains the following  range ol
subjects: Literacy, Loglish at varous levels. peneral
maths, basic history and veography, honte cconomies
{eookery, budgeting and sewing skills), art and crafts,
ceramics, computer and 1T skills, muste and the teaching
ot keyvboards and g, woodwork, creative writing,
drama, health educanon, addicnon and drg awareness,
AIDS information, peer education, anger management
and pre-release conrses. The most popubar classes are the
“practical subjects” where o student cun physically see
what he has accomplished and often will “give itout™ as a
gift o his family, Woodwork is a particulily practical
subject and the student can show his skills by making
anything from a jewelry box for his girlinend to s cot for
his buby. fn home cconomies the swdent not only learns
how to cook, about healthy eating and lile skills, and how
1o work s a team member, but also gets to et the food he
has cooked and in pleasant suroundings too! Likewise irt
provides many opportunities for the student 1o ke
vitlued items like paintings, baliks or pieces of pottery, and
tu increase the value of self

Literacy tuition is & priority subject. Those wemtilied
with serious pioblenis might begin with one-to-one tuition
and then gradually be integrated into a group (ol three o
six) appropriste to theirneeds. Classes can ke the formof
simple functionad skilds like form lifling, leter writing, and
reading everyday signs, 1o wrting about family and lite
experiences while developing skills such as grammar,
spelling and comprehension. Muateriads and Hiteracy cames
are always adult-based with appropriate adult themes and
topics and computers are ofien used o enhance lewrning.
While we endeavour to work with all who have reading
and writing problens, some prisoners, sidly <Gl fall
through the net. As Seamus explainy, reading and writing
are particularly valuable skills in prison:

At half past seven it is fall-inand Fgoto thelop of
my landing, and back to my cell il moring. So
now | am left with [our hours to do something ifl
lights out. | start a etier o my girliriend which [
linish at nine. Then 1 read oday's paper or listen
to the radio. Alter my letter [ would have o
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Chaocekie bag angda hay of crsps belore Tsiart my
cralt work with atches, T hke to make ships.
Cradts would usually carry mie through ull hadt
past efeven. Thew i time to tdy ap and have
wash and brush my reeth before | oo to bed. |
mtehtnotsleep nll one or tvo sometinues because
Pwould have aehat with one of the Buds mthe eell
and then dose ol 1Hove reading and writing
pocins | ean count myself tucky that | ean el
and write becawse there s lot of fads who con't,
and 1 leet sorry for them, and you can guess how
borimg hadl seven o twelve can be Tor them.

Patersey s also incorporated into the context of the
broader cwrriculum wherever possible, and the literacy
teachiers often work with other subject tecchers teg. hone
centioiiies. woodwork) to itegrie students inte classes
appropraiehy wd 1o the optianam level Our spuits wd
phvsweal education teacher runs the phvsical educaton
progran swath prson offeer support. Thronghout the veus
weowouhd alsa mvite e couchies wath vanons skafls
doothadls Fadmenton, baskethall ces which stinubises
trther learniny and interest. Over the Tast thiee veurs we
have hieked v wah o popular local oad race. ~The
Balbveotton Ten.” where participants run ten Kilotperers
Phe oreanizers of the race comie i o 1he prson to hold the
e Usante vice wathin the prisorrwalls and sire professionad
e the wav they conduet the event: Generally abonr 1520
prisoners an and complete e ree, seram with olticer
stupport, and s a geeat day ot celebration. tach yeur the
prisomers i thiey sech sponsorship for “The Cliernobyl
Ehuldren s Project” and usoally raise wosubstantial sum tor
the fid o the sumimer o siall gronp of around tea
Chitehes trons the project visit the education center where
Wt e and patdy ety dies Thoded™ by e voung
oierw hio ran e vace. Thiseventisabwanos the inghlight o
the vem aiba menmrable expesience torall aswe alo fean
St the ditfrenlties expenienced in Belaus

Fhe Bvntcnltre teacher provades o conre, aso witl
prowon olfeer support, teachimg the arownme of plants
Howers fonand vegetables. Tlos conrse tabes place w
“pobyethviene e s sid the extensive prison grounds.
Occastonaty stadents are taken outside e gites to see
parts ol nawre avound the sslad. where relevant 1o the
catrse. Duortng the vear 20000 the students bt
“riliemnui pond”and equipped nowath phintand fisly hife,
and i sty e wlneh isoa weleome addinon 1o the
prison eronnds. A recent addition to it subyect area has
been the acgrsition of three cofortul clickens and sonie
soats. The students enjoy working aml varmy for the
aninwiby watchine and learmng about then srowth,
teeding parterns, bie cycle and development. Here e
Pinny s adeas about one of the projects

Heull srarted mthe earden shed when Donal, o
teavhier, tobd us about some Patnddye Coachin
chichems that e had at home. Mo Murphn
Lnghtogly sard to brimg them i and Ponal suid.
“There s andea!™ Soon itk stated co i
reabiny - elnckens on Spike Island! 15w only then
the work started. Where would we put themy!
How would we keep them! Picking the place o
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pud then was the hardest. We decided that by the
pond woutdd be perfectis everyone gomg to viails
Iiued to pass there and they would e able tosee the
fiens. bvervone comimg e the gate, vomg o
sehool or the ollice would see them. o, Now
building the hen house was the nest tisk wnd we
had 1o eet all the materals we needed. We
deaided an ofd African hut style would fook good
and Ross, Matt and Franais got 1o work with
mixing cement and building asteel frame... Now
the hens Bave arrived and with the fren house
place we have erected o wemporary feoce. The
Nonad fence is goang to he a prehet fence, sothat’s
oy next project aver the contng weeks,

Certlication of subject courses plays simimportant role
amony stidents i the prison seting and there are avarieny
af reasons for this interest. For some stadents. thes waonta
certiticate 1o show the courts and the anthorties tue thes
fave been msny their tne constructiveds wlile i prison,
for athers 1ts away of focusimg o atopee d deselopuny
oshitloriterestdurmg a fong sentence, and ~ome ni see
s o way ol giving something bock o then tanulies by
wity ol thewr achievement and <uccess i adacation
Whatever therr reasons, and Fani sare there are nany, the
ke upy o certilicauon s vonstoty srowimy and this s
surprsing i elient bise™ i generalty fanked or wa
otten exeluded from mainstream seliool. Fundamental to
the content and methodology of preson educaton 1+ the
sdea that it uses an adolt and commumty educatton model.
where the stadent will have already aocumuliited bk ol
expreriences and learming, Huit can be deaswn on bodr by the
stident and the prison educator. Tdeadiy the stodent s
diectly wvalved i his learning progeam where the
cureicuh s stident centered and mor subject centeraid. An
uoranal, frienddy classroam chimste with siad] sinmbuers
where eacl learnes™s problems can be addressed hedps the
student 1o leel vadued and included Fhas approaeh voes
fone wis i eaceurizing studeons feecome back e the
hasstoo wd TeatclupT on the educanon ey mas have
messed out onon the past.

Stephen Brooktield  TO9RGY il boak fandesstedng g
cned Poecilitatine Adudt Leariing maintuns,

acduhs Tearn best when twey feel the ned 1o
fearn and when they hitve asense ol responsifilin
for whitt, why, and how tey fearm, Adulee nwe
CAPRTICICL as QL i Jearnime soothe
fJearmimy content and process must bear
percenved and memupelul relonstup o
expertence. Whatisto be learned <bould be eelied
o the tdividual developmenta! chianeeund e
pishas The deammge method used sl tosier, 1o
dfening  degrees, the wduft . everose o
antonomy. Adults wil. howevet ceneratly leamn
Best i an atmosphere that s nontlaeatenye ol
suppurtive ol expenimentation sl i wliich
ditfenng learning sty les are recognizsd,

With regard o the saceesstul ke up ol aceredited
centihcaton, we are able o ofter the Jumor certiticane i
Fnglishand maths which s the state exannnation, of five
stibects or more, most young, people take at Filteen veas.

resotinee
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The disadvantage to these examinations is that they can
only be sat onone speeific day in the year to link in with the
examination process in the community. If students are
trunsferred from prison or released buck into the
community 1t can sometimes be difficult 1o truck or find
alternative centers tor the students to take these exams.
Much more popular, both with teachers and students, are
the National Certificate in Vacutional Awards courses at
loundation, Levels I and [, awarded by FETAC (the
national further education body),

These certified courses allow the student 1o work at
their own pace on a continual assessment basis and are
examined by an external assessor twice a year in April and
November. We are able to ofter a large number of subjects
inureas relevant to the student's interests and learning, and
which may help towards him tulfifling his personal and
social roles, us well as enhancing his employment
apportunities. Subjects in which we are presently uble to
offer cerificanon  include:  communications  (basic
English), mathematics, computers, languages, personal
effectiveness, imterpersonal skills, child care. an. pottery.
food and cookery. craftftextiles, woodwork, music,
horticulture, health and fitness, and preparation for work,
Students can also receive centification in compuler skills
(the European Compuiter Driving Licence) a course with
seven learning modules that can also be accessed in the
community. We also offer certification in peer education
through the College of Northern Ireland.

Last year we entered 16 students lor Junior certiflicate in
English and maths: and 40 ook NCVAs in a variety of
subjects, Two students achieved distinctions at level two
i health and fimess and have gone on to turther education
and training. Two other students achieved merits at tevel
two in woodwork, About three students also received
certification in the ECDL computer modules und eight in
peer education. Another important element of prison
cducation. which strives to educate “the whole person.” is
mclusion of creating opportunities o bring the outside
world into the prison. It is important that visiting speakers
are brought in 1o the prison not only (o give prisoners
interesting events to take part in, but o stimulate debate
and give access o community involvement, to bring yome
normality to the mundune prison existence. We regularly
have visitors to speak about issues such as the environment
and wild lile animals, and Irish cullure and history. as well
as yoga teachers, theater productions and visiting artisis
and musicians who perform. Among the more popular and
sueeessful activities have been four separate frish set
dancing workshops (where musicians and o group of
dancers caine w to teach the students). For Mavk it wis
always a very special event:

The dancing started. We grabbed our partner. |
was on my way for a fun day. I first had a dance
with Bernie. She's our English teucher. As | think
ol it now, | didn't see her the next day. Probably
she was sultering severe bruising ol the toes. as |
must tave stepped on her feet to every beat of the
music. But it didn't stop me! As 1 Jooked around
the room it was filled with laughter and joy.
Everyone was having fun. Derek L. was dancing

with the oldest woman there, about 50 would be
nty guess. Junior, being from Dublin, was showing
her some of the Boyzone moves and she seemed to
he copying some of the trickicr ones. By now the
room was on fire, Teet and hands everywhere,
music playing. I was teeling the strain of it all. and
I was ticed. The M. brothers were in lull swing,
changing pantners quicker than their dance routine,
Itwas aclass act. ... Bud the fun had to stop. As we
looked ut the clock we knew we had Lo go buck to
the cells. Exhausted and hippy we said our good-
hyes 10 the ones we woualdn't see again and
thanked them fortaking the time to come ind show
us the time of our lives. 1Ewas aday that didn'Huorn
out like any other. Bwas our day and our b,
even if 1L was just ior ashort while,

We have also had i series ol song writing workshops
over mne days one summer given by the singer/songwriter
John Spillane where students composed and recorded their
own work on CD, and more recently we had two arhists i
residence tor ten days each (sponsored partly by the arts
councilfartist m prison scheme) warking fivstly with o
lurge group o prisoners on sell” portraits and then on
ceramies, The work from this kst venture we hope will go
towards i three-day sale of goods made in the prison fand
in our post release project) which will be displayed and
sold wt o regional garden and arts testival in the suimme.
The proceeds of which will go towards supporting the
work of our post releise project. Just as it is important o
bring outside people into (he prison. so it is equally
important 1o take the prison education activities out int
the community. In this respect we have had a number ot ar
exhibitions in the focal community, we distribuie a twice
vearly magazine written by the prisons to their families.
and this vear the post releise project helped o make an
aeroplane Tor a float in the local Patoek’s day parade.

Pre and Post Release Program

Sinve 1996 we have been offering pre and post release
support. Bach year we offer three 10 week pre-refease
programs o assist inmates with thetr prepaction Tor
teaving prison, Approximately 30 students i yeir would
have taken part in these courses comprising tuee two-
hour sessions a week which Tocus on job seeking skills,
further educational/training  opportunitics, linkiny in
with community and wellre agencies, personal action
plans and responstble chotees, breaking old patterns of
behavior and relapse management.

We have worked with the probation serviee on part ol
this course at times. This has become o very popular and
viluable purt of the curricolum. Al the students on the
caurse atend the school so we have o good workiny
relationship with thes, and this relationship is partcularly
important and valued when we need 1o address difticaly
tapics such as tamily work or eftending hehavior.

The H.O.P.E. Voluntary Project is our post relense
praject. Itoffers ex-offenders in the Cork arca support by
assisting them fo find work and training programs,
educational support, and help with housing advice and
drug and alcohol issues. We offerstepping stone tor our
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students when they deave prison o a sething that s
welconung and accepung and also purt ol the local
connuumty. Central to our post release work is our pre-
enployment course where participants receive i traimny
dlowance Tor attendance: the llowance otfers them
shghtly more money than they would receive from the
inmemploviient office but they forfeit maney if they tail
to attend without good reason.

The course consists ol the {ollowing two  nuin
vlements They are a woodwaork skills course and a health
and Noess element, where participants take part in gym
activities, swimming and outdoor pussuits. The course
caters for a maxisum of seven students atany one time
and s run by (two teachers, with expenence ol prison
teachiny. in a local community trainmyg and employnwent
center: I this way the studemis have the opportunity of
muxiny with the wider population iy the community
without beimnyg ostracized as “ex-offenders.”

The ssdents could remain on the course for twao vears
but they are encouraged wactively look tor more permanent
work i ime goes on. 1t is vital that the saricipants see the
center i abridge forreturning back wio the community and
notas the final long term goal. We also iave a counselor
who i trined i addicuon education and who aitends one
afternoon it week to link in with parnticipants who may be
looking Tar support with personal problems,

The second arm to our post release work is e Cluh,”
aparentand family support group whickomeets oo Monday
evenings. The group meets (o talk abont their own
evervday issues and problems, but also invites speakers to
i short courses on topics such as drug education, stress
munavement and relaxation techmgaes, assertiveniess
watiig, arts and cralts activites, On occasion they
Tretwork” with other parent support groups i Ireland o
st do Tun things together such as swinnming wips, days
out v the country, ar tenpin bowline! The group has
hecome very well established in recent times with 8-1u
members at any one tme, and the members are o
temendous source of encouragement and support o cach
other. Education w our prison is braad based hutinclusive.
It has o beoto cater for all the diverse interests and needs
of tts students, [tean offer an opportumity w cateh up on
nussed experiences i the past and o chance o engage in
sotcthing purposelul and interesting Tor the future. 1o
forge ks with tamily again and to meet a triendly Tace
willing o respect vou, treat you with dignity and take an
mierest i your person. willeave the inal words with the
people who siy 1 best, some of our students:

Iy first ume inside. | have no choice bui to
doac Lunvdoing twelve months, Every day is the
e Towork o the Kitchen, i0s alb right s
passes the day. T eonie 1o school i few times a
week and Tam learning 1o read and write. 1 was
thrown out of school before my conlirmation
wid 1 was wlways in trouble.
Then:

Exuppuose prison s the best place 1o learn and there
i~ school for that, | think prison is the best place
1o deexams if you were o wild child; because you
lave the time and the mind is lree of drugs. Then
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again you do it owt o) boredom. 1 never did much
educanon ull Teame i here and now i doimg all
the NVOAS T ean. It Kkeeps me gomg with o bit of
homework back in my room at aight.
And lasthy:

Why do | like school? Tt gives me a sense of
achieverentand |hike el my Fomily what Linn
doing and they feel pleased and are proud of me.
{tgives you a place to think, Sometimes it's quite
challenging. but it's done i i respectiul way so
that's akay. We have to think owt our problems,
beciuse Tdon't intend coming back here again!
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Biographical Sketceh

P Forens began teaching i prisan in 186 She s
cutrently the head teacher of an cducation center or
psenile oftenders i freliand. Previousty she taugdit hoth
e prinvey wmd secondary schoobs, and also gt
children and youth with autism and speerd needs. She
fater went on o work m adult education. speciahizng i
adult Tneracy work, She has o particular imterest in
connseting and group work.

Historical Vignette

Juvenile Facility Established by Charles Dickens

fn IRd6 Charles Dickens ran aoto penal colony
supermtendent Alexander Maconochne at o Ragged
Schonl conference in England — 3 mecting ol juvenile
correchonal educiors, A week later the Funous author
ivited Maconachie o dinoer, ~Dickens had idwivs been |
interested e penal sssues. ever since the tme ol his
father's stay in Marshalsea debtors” prison. Tn 1842 he
had visited the Eastern Penitentiary at Philadelphia, ..~
Dickens eventually “incorporated Maconochic's mark
[relornutory | system o the runaing o Urai Cottage,
the "Home for Homeless Women” he setap with Angela
Burdet-Counts in Lime Grove, Shepherd’s Bush
Hangland]. Te was mumed ater Aphrodite Urania, the
pure goddess of Tove. ls method ol operation sas based
on Maconachie, as Dickens explamed: "1 do not Know
ol any plun, so well conceived. or ~o firmhy arounded
oo knowledge of human sature. as what s called
Captam Maconochie s, The girds were o be anpted
o virtue, not “dragged, doiven, wr frightened” . Eveny
wirl wans required to keep a daplicate copy of her duily
mark-paper [Hennzed behaviol record]. This had
dual function, “Besides the probability of its producing
some neral elfect upon her, it would be i lesson in
arithimetic inowhich she could ot Fail to have o personal
nterest. (Clay, 1. Maconochic’s Bxperiment. | ondon:
John Murriy, 2001, pp. 256-259),




